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                    Abstract

This chapter presents an overview of current discussions regarding the conceptualization of poetics primarily in twentieth- and twenty-first-century poetries. Covering criticism received during 2009, an overview is provided of the following: debates concerning ideas of global English and poetics; the proliferation of a ‘hemispheric’ American poetics; ideas of migrant life and poetic ‘dislocation’; readings of the impact of the orient and Orientalism on American poetics; as well as considerations of the relationship between poetry, community and social relations. Issues of poetic technique and form come to the fore in critical reflections on ideas of poetic ‘difficulty’ or ‘obscurity’, and what indeed ‘poetic thinking’ or ‘inspiration’ may entail. The chapter introduces a critical reconvening or re-reading of Objectivist poetries in tandem with modernist poetry and a reflection on poetics that is formed from a combination of memoir, interview and prose poetry.
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